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that the enemy's cavalry was the dread of the Romans, who
had nothing wherewith to match it.

The proconsuls were instructed by the senate to await the
arrival of the new consuls, for special reliance was placed on
JEmilius Paulus, who had orders to try conclusions with
Hannibal in another general engagement, if it could be done
on even terms. The consuls, arrived on the ground in early
summer, themselves readily saw that they must either leave
Hannibal in possession of Apulia, or follow him up and
harass him as Fabius had done, or settle the matter by fight-
ing ; and that the latter should be done soon was the evident
sentiment of the conscript fathers. They had eight Roman
legions and the accompanying allies. The Roman legions
had been purposely raised from four thousand foot and two
hundred horse to five thousand foot and three hundred horse,
and the allied legions had the same number of foot and twice
the horse per legion. The whole consular army was thus
eighty thousand infantry and seven thousand two hundred
cavalry, against Hannibal's forty thousand infantry and ten
thousand cavalry.

The assembling of this enormous army for one duty
showed the anxiety Rome was beginning to feel as to her
ability to cope in any way with the Carthaginian. The Ro-
man numerical superiority was vast. It brings Frederick to
mind, whose battles were all but invariably fought against
odds as great or greater.

But there were other factors in the problem. A leaven of
Hannibal's troops were his old and tried soldiers, accustomed
to victory and not liable to panic ; the Romans were many of
them young and inexperienced in actual war; and though
there was, perhaps, as large a percentage of veteran material,
that is, soldiers of several campaigns, in the Roman army, it
was not beyond the chance of losing heart in any unforeseen the Aufidus, Hannibal must turn the Komau
